NELLIST: That will be made of fibrous plaster. We shall continue the original Lutyens cornice around the ends, and the ceiling itself will be coffered. We did a lot of research into Lutyens's original pattern books and previous buildings, and the mouldings will be Lutyens's mouldings, selected from other buildings by Lutyens that had a similar character and scale to the Great Hall. SMITH: How will the plaster be attached to the steel beams? NELLIST: The ceiling will be made in sections, each of which will be cast with fixings in the backing, ready to be attached to the steel beams. SMITH: When will the plaster ceiling go up?
The illustration on this page is a photograph of a six colour lithograph of the original Great Hall commissioned by the BM7. The lithograph is by Eileen Hogan, and 100 numbered copies are for sale at £32 50, including postage and VAT (copies may be ordered from the publishing manager).
The drawings of work in progress in the Great Hall in this article and elsewhere in this issue are by Tabitha Salmon, 2 Arklow House, Albany Road, London SE17, who also painted the illustration on the front cover.
Architect's plan of the coffering on the library ceiling together with a profile of the moulding. The mouldings are the same as those used by Lutyens himself on the ceilings to the side aisles.
NELLIST: Probably just before Christmas, but the scaffolding will stay up for some time until the decoration is done.
The colour scheme has been broadly worked out, though not in detail. The columns in the hall will be restored to their original colour-a peacock blue. We are not, I am afraid, going back to the original Lutyens colours for the round plaques on the walls, which were originally black. Lutyens had a great liking for black, but it's not a liking most people share. So although we are going back to a Lutyens type of colour scheme, we are not going to copy it slavishly. I don't think we will try to repeat the colour scheme that is in the Great Hall at the moment-which is not the original Lutyens colour scheme. The others will be of a slidingfolding construction. These systems are much more sophisticated now than they used to be. Obviously no moving partition is going to be totally sound proof, but they are fairly sound resistant now. We haven't decided on decor, but the partitions-certainly the permanent ones-will have some sort of wall covering-I hope something rather more sympathetic than plain emulsion-and the floors will be carpeted. SMITH: You are, I believe, keeping the two existing sections of barrel vaulting. How have you integrated these with the rest of the ceiling? NELLIST: Apart from the sections of barrel vaulting, the ceiling to this conference suite will be flat, standing slightly higher than the apex of the barrel vaulting. This ceiling will be of some sort of acoustic tile with integrated lighting panels and ventilation panels-because, of course, the conference suite will be a largely internal environment. ' 
